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SUMMARY OF REVIEW

OF THE

MERRICK BOBB REPORT

We have reviewed Merrick Bobb’s 30" Semiannual Report and identified several
areas which appear fundamentally flawed. We focused on three specific
segments of the report that Merrick Bobb identified as areas of concern, they are
as follows:

1.

In his report, Mr. Bobb indicates that there are a disproportionate number
of minorities, specifically Latinos, being shot by Sheriff's deputies. Mr.
Bobb used out dated census data, statistically flawed arrest statistics and
ratios, and general (countywide) racial and demographic statistics to justify
his conclusions which were isolated to a specific policing jurisdiction,
Century Sheriff's Station.

The characteristics of our deputy-involved shootings are questioned by Mr.
Bobb wherein he concludes that too many of our shootings are “State of
Mind” or “Waistband Reaching” type shootings. His report offers the
opinion that our deputies justify their actions in a conspiratorial manner by
“Invoking” the justification of fear.

In the report Mr. Bobb alleges Departmental firearms training is
inadequate, with members failing to meet the standards established by
policy, then he concludes this shortfall in proficiency is somehow related to
deputy-involved shootings.

Our response is divided into five section which incorporate the above areas of
concern. Each section begins with Mr. Bobb’s assertions. We then provide the
Sheriff's challenge to the report’s methodology, and concludes with data to
validate our response.
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DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS

Merrick Bobb’s report claims that “The majority of officer-involved shooting cases,
about 61 percent, involved Latino suspects. Approximately 29 percent of
incidents involved black suspects, and ten percent involved white suspects.
When these rates are compared with overall LASD arrests rates, we see that
Latinos and blacks are over represented and white suspects are under
represented.”’

Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s Department’s response:

. Merrick Bobb’s report used blanket arrest statistics County wide, and doesn't
account for arrests that are traditionally linked to violence and weapons. LASD'’s
contention is that the arrests of gang members and other suspects commonly
associated with weapons is a more accurate measuring tool for this type of
comparison.

. Merrick Bobb’s report used Census statistics from the year 2000 which is
different than the 2010 Census. The number of Latinos accounted for in LASD'’s
jurisdictions rose approximately 21% between the years 2000 and 2010.

. Attached in this section is a break down of the number of Hispanic gangs in Los
Angeles County and more specifically, the number of Hispanic gangs in the
Century, Compton and South Los Angeles Station areas. There are 61,096
documented gang members in Los Angeles County, but approximately 30% or
16,968 of them reside in the above three station areas.

Special Note:

In Merrick Bobb’s letter to the Sheriff, he specifically states:

“It would be a serious error for anyone to conclude from this report that LASD
deputies intentionally shot at any individual because that individual was black or
Latino.™®

! Merrick Bobb’s 30" annual report,; Page 3, 1% paragraph; Page 10, 2™ paragraph

*Merrick Bobb’s letter to the Sheriff Baca, page 2, 1% paragraph
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Race percentage
Statistics

Century Station total Census: 187,494

White: 1.4%
African

American: 13.3%
Native

American: 1%
Asian: 3%
Pacific

Islander: 1%
Other

Race: 2%
Two or

more Races: .1%

Hispanics: 84.3%



Los Angeles County Gangs

Los Angeles County

Gang(s) 1,151
Subject(s) 103,245

LASD - Century

Gang(s) 125
Subject(s) 18,562 18%

LASD - Compton

Gang(s) 89
Subject(s) 8,042 7%

LASD - South LA

Gang(s) 64
Subject(s) 10,846 10%

LASD - East LA

Gang(s) 44
Subject(s) 4,881 5%



Los Angeles County Hispanic Gangs

Los Angeles County

Total Gangs 1,151
Total Gang Members 103,245

Los Angeles County Hispanic Gangs/Members

Total Hispanic Gangs 592
Total Hispanic Gang Members 61,096 59%

Century Station Hispanic Gangs/Members

Total Hispanic Gangs 54
Total Hispanic Gang Members 8,721 8%

Compton Station Hispanic Gangs/Members

Total Hispanic Gangs 31
Total Hispanic Gang Members 3,770 3%

South LA Station Hispanic Gangs/Members

Total Hispanic Gangs 20
Total Hispanic Gang Members 4,557 4%

East LA Station Hispanic Gangs/Members

Total Hispanic Gangs 44
Total Hispanic Gang Members 4,881 4%
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ARRESTS AND GANG RELATED CRIME STATISTICS

The Merrick Bobb’s Report claims that “When arrests statistics are taken into
account, blacks and Latinos are significantly more likely to be shot than are
whites and other groups such as Asians.”’

The same report also claims “That there is no clear correlation between the number
of shootings and crime or arrests in general or for Part | crimes in particular.
Nonetheless, we found that shootings statistics did rise and fall somewhat in
tandem with the criminal homicide rates.” *

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s response:

The two above quotes from Merrick Bobb’s report contradict their premise that
arrests statistics are related to officer-involved shootings. The first quote states
they do and the second quote states they do not.

LASD'’s arrest statistics show that there is a correlation between violent and gang
related felony arrests and officer-involved shootings. Merrick Bobb’s report used
County wide Part | arrest statistics that included crimes that traditionally do not
involve weapons and/or violence.

Gang members, both Latino and black, make up more than 88% of alll
documented gangs in Los Angeles County. There are 1,151 gangs and 103,245
gang members in Los Angeles County, but over 40% reside in the Century,
Compton, and South Los Angeles station areas. The Merrick Bobb report failed
to acknowledge or report this statistic in his conclusions.

3 Merrick Bobb 30" Annual report; Page 1, 2™ paragraph

4 Merrick Bobb’s 30" annual report, Page 8, 1¥ paragraph
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YEAR

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

TOTAL

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
CENTURY SHERIFF'S STATION
FELONY ARRESTS BY RACE
2006-2010

BLACK HISPANIC WHITE OTHERS TOTAL

1,341 2,417 69 18 3,845
1,794 3,080 85 23 4,982
2,649 4,274 135 39 7,097
2,4é9 3,816 130 61 6,506
2,392 4,094 181 55 6,722
10,675 17,681 600 196 29,152

Numbers from AJIS BCS File, CAP# 11-057-LS



TOTAL NUMBER OF GUNS CENTRAL PROPERTY AND EVIDENCE RECEIVED
FROM CEN, CPT, AND LNX FROM
JANUARY 1, 2006 - DECEMBER 31, 2010

2006 2007 2008 2009 | 2010

CENTURY STATION (CEN) 641 799 1139 664 662
COMPTON STATION (CPT) 571 672 778 720 562
LENNOX STATION (LNX) 484 567 842 522 375
TOTAL 1696 | 2038 | 2739 | 1906_ 1599

DEPARTMENT’S TOTAL OF GUNS CENTRAL PROPERTY AND EVIDENCE
RECEIVED FROM
JANUARY 1, 2006 - DECEMBER 31, 2010

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

6128

6988

7859

5965

6413
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CHARACTERISTICS OF DEPUTY-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS

“Unarmed or State-of-Mind shootings are on the rise and
deputies are invoking the justification of shooting suspects who
reached for their waistband.”

Merrick Bobb’s report claims “That all but two of the suspects shot that were
unarmed were Latino (62%) and black (34%).” The report also claims “That
deputies invoke the justification that they perceived the suspect was reaching for
his waistband.’®

Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s Department’s response:

. An audit of the (43) 2010 deputy involved shootings where 15 of the shootings
were determined to be unarmed was conducted. All of the 15 unarmed
shootings involved suspects who were engaging in activity that was criminal in
nature, non-compliant, or both.

. The 2010 Deputy-Involved Unarmed shootings involved the following stations:
Station Total number Percentage of unarmed
East LA 4 26%

Century 2 13% f
Compton 2 13%

Lakewood 2 13%

Carson 2 13%

West Hollywood 1 7%

Santa Clarita 1 7%

Altadena 1 7%

DEPARTMENTAL FIREARM TRAINING

*Merrick Bobb 30" Annual report. Page 3 2™ paragraph.



State of Mind Shootings

Merrick Bobb’s report states there were 260 Deputy Involved
Shootings (DIS) between 2005 and 2010 and 21% of those
shootings were considered unarmed or state of mind shootings.

Merrick Bobb’s report also states in the year 2010, there were 43
Deputy Involved Shootings and that 1/3 (or 15 out the 43) of
those shootings they considered unarmed, or “State of Mind”
shootings.

We concur with Merrick Bobb’s assessment that 15 of the 2010
shootings were unarmed.

8 of the unarmed shootings were Hit shootings and 7 were Non-
Hit shootings.

The following is a summary of the actions by the deputies and
the suspects during the confrontations that were considered
“State of Mind” shootings:

DATE STATION CONTACT REASON | ACTIONS BY SUSPECTS

1/14/10 Carson Observation stop of | Suspect in a high gang area fled
a suspicious person | on foot as the deputies

possibly involved in approached to investigate.
narcotics activity

3/24/10 East LA Attempt suicide call | The suspect was bloodied and
reached for his waist band in front
of deputies.

4/13/10 East LA Gang Disturbance Suspect fled when deputies

call arrived and tossed a bag of

narcotics. Reached for a gun.
Gun never recovered.




5/7/10 Lakewood Burglary in Progress | Suspect fled on foot from the
Call house he was burglarizing and
jumped several fences attempting
to evade deputies.

6/16/10 Lakewood Shots fired call Suspect near the shooting was
uncooperative and reached for
waistband after deputies tried to
detain him.

7/9/10 Santa Family disturbance Suspect uncooperative and had

Clarita call cell phone in hand. He was
uncooperative when told to raise
hands.

7/27/10 Century Stolen Suspect fled from stolen car and

Vehicle/LoJack hit. on foot.

7/27/10 Century Observation stop of | Suspect was looking into cars,

a suspicious person | saw deputies and fled on bike.
Then fled on foot for several
blocks and reached into fanny
pack.

10/3/10 West Robbery In Progress | Clerk exited store, matching the

Hollywood Call suspect description and was
mistakenly shot

10/19/10 | East LA Observation of a Suspect was driving a stolen car,

Stolen Car in hotel parking ot known for drug,
and prostitute activity.

10/28/10 | Century Burglary in progress | Suspect was seen jumping out of

call. victim’s house window, and fled
on foot.

10/28/10 | Altadena Car jacking in- Suspect was detained in stolen

progress call.

car, was uncooperative and
would not stand still, and
approached deputy in aggressive
manner.




11/17/10 Compton Observation of Suspect fled from

suspicious person | deputies. Hiding
behind car &
uncooperative
toward deputy’'s
orders.

12/1/10 East LA Observation Suspect with group
detention re: a of gang members,
gang member he had a gun fled
gathering with on foot and was
possible alcohol later detained.
and drug activity

12/1/10 Safe Streets Domestic Violence | Suspect who was a

Bureau

Incident follow-up
investigation

known gang
member per OSS
and fled from
deputies as they
contacted him.
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DEPARTMENTAL FIREARM TRAINING

LASD deputies involved in Deputy-Involved shootings weren’t
sufficiently trained in Firearms Training within mandated time
frames before the shooting incident.”

Merrick Bobb's report claims that “Each LASD deputy working patrol shall attend
eight hours of training every two years provided by Tactical and Survival Training
Unit (TAS.) We found that one third of all deputies involved in shootings between
2006-2010, had not been to TAS training within the two year requirement.”

Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s Department response:

. LASD counters Merrick Bobb’s contention that if deputies don’t attend Laser 1
training every two years, they are not in compliance. LASD’s policies allow for
the below listed training cycles to meet the firearms training requirements.

. Pursuant to POST requirements, LASD has three courses that fulfill those
requirements:
. TRS 1l #9300 (PSP - Formerly known as PPC)
. TRS Il #2010 (Patrol School)
. TRS Il #2910 (Laser 1 - Laser village)

Attached is a memo from the Chief of the Leadership and Training Division explaining
the 3 training cycles in more detail.
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DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING DATA AND RECORD KEEPING

“L ASD lacks basic internal integrity when it comes to keeping
records of Deputy-Involved shootings.’

The Merrick Bobb report claims that our record keeping and data collection process in
that area is flawed. LASD acknowledges that the areas that need improvement is in
data entry and the Department will focus on remedies. LASD also acknowledges the
P.P.l. data base was developed in1992. This system requires an upgrade. A
committee is being assembled to develop upgrades and protocols.



